
URBANA CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, March 17, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.

President Marty Hess called the regular meeting of the Urbana City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. 
City staff attending:  Mayor Bill Bean, Director of Administration Kerry Brugger, Director of Law Breanne Parcels, Wastewater Superintendent Chad Hall, Economic Development Director Marcia Bailey, and Community Development Director Doug Crabill.  

PRESIDENT CALLED ROLL:  Tony Pena, present; Doug Hoffman; present, Gene Fields; present, Al Evans; present, Dwight Paul; present, Virginia Smith; present, and Pat Thackery, present.

President Hess led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES of the regular session meeting of March 3, 2015, in addition to the work session of March 10, 2015, were all approved as received.  Mr. Paul moved for the approval of the minutes and Mr. Thackery seconded.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.

MAYOR PROCLAMATION:  Mayor Bean read a proclamation declaring the month of March, to be Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month.  Laura Zureich, Shawn Hild and April Shaw of the Champaign County Board of Developmental Disabilities all gave thanks for the recognition.

Mayor Bean read a proclamation recognizing March 26, 2015, to be Purple Day.  He recognized MyKaela Jumper, who spoke about the need to increase the awareness of epilepsy.

Sgt. Josh Jacobs of the Urbana Police Division spoke of the upcoming community Easter Egg Hunt, scheduled for Saturday, April 4, 2015, beginning at 12:30 p.m. at the hill at Urbana High School, sponsored by the Urbana F.O.P, National Honor Society and family of Judge Weithman.

COMMUNICATIONS:  

1.  Email from Andrew Jacobs of Dayton Power & Light regarding tree trimming by Lewis Tree Service.  Mrs. Smith moved for the approval of this communication and Mr. Paul seconded.  Motion carried without objection.
2. Letter from Arbor Day Foundation recognizing the City of Urbana as a 2014 Tree City USA.  Mr. Paul moved for the approval of this communication and Mr. Pena seconded.  Motion carried without objection.
3. Design Review Board Meeting Minutes, February – October, 2014.  Mr. Paul moved for the approval of this communication and Mr. Fields seconded.  Motion carried without objection.
4. Board of Zoning Appeal Meeting Minutes, February – November, 2014.  Mr. Paul moved for the approval of this communication and Mr. Evans seconded.  Motion carried without objection.
5. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes, January – November, 2014.  Mr. Paul moved for the approval of this communication and Mr. Pena seconded.  Motion carried without objection.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS – BOARD OF CONTROL:  

1. Koenig Equipment (John Deere) - $19,498.08 (Waste Water Treatment)
Mr. Fields moved to authorize a purchase order to Koenig Equipment (John Deere) for the purchase of a John Deere 3038E Compact Utility Tractor with grooming mower and attachments.  Mr. Paul seconded.  Mr. Hall spoke of the benefits of the new tractor over the former zero-turn model with a smaller deck. He said as the sewer plant has “picked up real estate” to mow over the course of the construction project, one employee was spending about 12-15 hours mowing but the new equipment will reduce the manpower hours required to mow.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.

2.  Ohio Valley Integration Services, Inc. - $7,189.00 (Capital Improvement)
Mr. Paul moved to authorize a purchase order to Ohio Valley Integration Services, Inc., for the purchase and installation of computer hardware in order to maintain the Municipal Building’s security door locking system.  Mr. Pena seconded.  Mr. Brugger discussed some issues that were surfacing with the keycard lock system having problems interfacing with older computer equipment.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.

Council members and Ms. Parcels discussed the notes to the board of control report, particularly the list of purchase orders under $7,500 for the month of February. Mr. Brugger said the Board of Control will present the purchase order list to Council monthly, but Ms. Parcels advised that Council is not required to take action as it is merely for informational purposes.

CITIZEN COMMENTS:  

Todd Tracy, of Urbana Youth Sports, stated that UYS is wrapping up sign-ups for spring sports activities.  He stated that all of the information for parents and participants is on the UYS web site, urbanayouthsports.com.  Sponsors are still needed for baseball and softball teams.  Mr. Fields inquired as to cost of the programs. Mr. Paul thanked Mr. Tracy and UYS volunteers for all of their great work.
John Shutway, of 573 E. Church St., expressed his views as to the Urbana City Schools construction bond issue and the cost of approximately $50 million, in addition to his concern about the constitutionality of school funding methods via property taxes. 
Mr. Shutway also directed a question to the administration and council regarding oaths of office under Article 15, Section 7, of the Ohio Constitution. “It says that anybody who is elected to a position in the state or appointed to it, that oath of office is supposed to be in written form,” he said. “So my question to council and administration is do they have a written oath. Answer at your leisure.” Mr. Shutway also inquired as to the status of a response to a “redress of grievance” made by his wife and provided an email address. 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

Third Reading – 
RESOLUTION NO. 2441-15
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE CITY OF URBANA, OHIO TO ENTER INTO A PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT FOR THE FY 2015 COMMUNITY HOUSING IMPACT AND PRESERVATION (CHIP) PROGRAM, DESIGNATING CHAMPAIGN COUNTY TO ACT AS THE OFFICIAL GRANTEE FOR SAID PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Mr. Evans moved to put this resolution on the floor for discussion and passage.  Mr. Paul seconded.  Mr. Crabill explained that the City has been very fortunate to receive the grant every two years since 1999, but more money will be available if the City and County partner to apply, and answered questions about program guidelines for home rehab and repair and eligibility.  Mr. Evans asked Ms. Parcels to explain the definition of “emergency.”  Ms. Parcels said “emergency” is defined by the Urbana City Charter to mean that legislation takes effect immediately upon signing of the ordinance or resolution by the Mayor, rather than 30 days after signature, and the charter has express language restricting emergency actions to those necessary for preservation of public health, safety, and welfare.  President Hess called for a roll call for passage:  Mr. Hoffman; yes, Mr. Fields, yes; Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; and Mr. Pena, yes.  Resolution passed 7-0.

ORDINANCE NO. 4440-15
AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR CITY COUNCIL.
Mr. Evans moved to take this ordinance off of the table as was placed at last Council meeting.  Mr. Paul seconded.  President Hess called for a roll call for taking same ordinance off of the table:  Mr. Fields, yes; Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; Mr. Pena, yes; and Mr. Hoffman, yes.  Ordinance off the table.  Mr. Evans moved that this ordinance be placed on the floor for discussion and passage.  Mr. Paul seconded.  President Hess called for a roll call for passage:  Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; Mr. Pena, yes; Mr. Hoffman, yes; and Mr. Fields, yes.  Ordinance passes 7-0.
Second Reading –
RESOLUTION NO. 2427-15
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE CITY OF URBANA TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES UNDER NATUREWORKS ROUND 22 GRANT APPLICATION PROGRAM FOR PARK IMPROVEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Mr. Brugger discussed the application for permanent restroom facilities at the ball diamonds located in the City Park, is due May 1, 2015.  Mr. Tracy of Urbana Youth Sports stated that Urbana Youth Sports is willing to provide up to $20,000.00 to the City for the project.  President Hess declared this a second reading.

First Reading – 
RESOLUTION NO. 2442-15
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE REPORT OF THE CITY OF URBANA TAX INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL (TIRC) ON THE STATUS OF THE ENTERPRISE ZONE AND COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA PROGRAM, and TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TIRC CONCERNING THOSE AGREEMENTS WITHIN THE ZONES, and DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  (RULES SUSPENSION REQUESTED)
 Mr. Evans moved to suspend the three reading rule.  Mr. Fields seconded.  President Hess called for a roll call for the suspension of the three reading rule:  Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; Mr. Pena, yes; Mr. Hoffman, yes; Mr. Fields, yes; and Mr. Evans, yes.  Three Reading Rule Suspended.  Mr. Evans moved to put this resolution on the floor for discussion and passage.  Mr. Fields seconded.  Mrs. Bailey spoke about the Enterprise Zone and Community Reinvestment Area Program.  President Hess called for a roll call for passage:  Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; Mr. Pena, yes; Mr. Hoffman, yes; Mr. Field, yes; Mr. Evans, yes; and Mr. Paul, yes.  Resolution passes 7-0.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

Mr. Hoffman spoke about the need of watching out for children when driving as more play outside due to the nicer weather.

Mr. Pena inquired as to the opening date of Pointe North to public fishing. Mr. Brugger stated the ponds will open, weather permitting, on April 1, 2015.

Mr. Thackery and Mrs. Smith stated that citizens need to make sure that their trash and recyclables are being picked up and getting to the curb for pickup. Mr. Crabill said for large pieces of furniture that are placed out by the street, the property owner needs to call the trash hauler as some of those items will not be hauled without an extra fee.  
Mr. Crabill said for the Amherst and Woodale water main project, they will post a detour to take traffic away from Amherst.  He continued with speaking of Church Street, and stated that they were finishing laying the water main, and would continue to work as long as the weather holds.

Mr. Hall stated that the compost facility opens April 1, 2015, Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  He further stated that the facility is not a landfill and will not accept anything other than yard waste. Any questions should be directed to the phone number located on the city’s website.

Ms. Parcels discussed a change of state law related to motorists who disregard high water signs and stated that should drivers get stuck in high water, they will be charged criminally in addition to being responsible for restitution for rescue if necessary.

Mr. Brugger said that the street repairs were underway and there is a lot more construction going on in the City this year than in years past.  He said topics on the agenda for the Council Work Session scheduled for Tuesday, March 24, 2015 are school construction, curbside recycling and the Monument Square roundabout.

Mayor Bean spoke of “The Dust Bowl” traveling photography exhibit at Urbana University from March 9, 2015 through April 17, 2015. He also welcomed Brandon McCain as the City’s newest police officer, stating that Officer McCain grew up in Urbana, and knows the area well.

President Hess said Officer McCain is the fourth generation of the McCain family to work for the City of Urbana.  He further stated that during the local access channel (“LAC”) meeting last week, the subject of putting Council meetings on Youtube was discussed, and that he would keep Council informed of this proposal as more individuals are opting for Internet over television.

At 8:21 p.m., Mr. Paul moved to retire to executive session to discuss pending litigation with Ms. Parcels as the attorney for the public body, Mr. Fields seconded.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.
At 9:13 p.m., Mr. Paul moved to return from executive session to regular session, Mr. Fields seconded.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.
Mr. Fields then moved to adjourn with no objection. ADJOURN at 9:13 p.m.

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
April 7, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.
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