URBANA CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m.
President Marty Hess called the regular meeting of the Urbana City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. 

City staff attending:  Director of Administration Kerry Brugger, Director of Finance Rhonda Ward, Director of Law Breanne Parcels and Police Chief Matt Lingrell.
PRESIDENT CALLED ROLL:  Tony Pena, present; Doug Hoffman; absent, Gene Fields; absent, Al Evans; present, Dwight Paul; present, Virginia Smith; present, and Pat Thackery, present.
President Hess led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES of the previous meeting of November 18, 2014, were approved as received.  Mrs. Smith moved for the approval of the minutes and Mr. Evans seconded.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Police Chief Matt Lingrell spoke on behalf of Sgt. Josh Jacobs with regard to the 

Community Giving Tree located out in the lobby of the Municipal Building.  He stated that this will be the 6th year of doing the tree and last year over 200 children were assisted.  He further stated that there are tags on the tree with a child’s information on it, and the gifts that are purchased for these children need to be back to the Police Department no later than December 20, 2014.  He stated that there were more tags to come more than likely.  He also mentioned that whatever tags remain on the tree the FOP will provide for.  He said that the gifts are delivered 2 days prior to Christmas.  He concluded by stating that by doing this giving tree allows us all a chance to build partnerships in the community.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS – BOARD OF CONTROL:  
1.  E. U.S. Route 36 Sewer Extension Project - $2,654.11 (Waste Water Treatment Plant Division)
Mrs. Smith moved to authorize an increase of $2,654.11 to the project budget, bringing the total budget to the amount of $270,654.11.  Mr. Evans seconded.  Mr. Brugger stated that this wraps up this project and that there have been things that have popped up that weren’t expected.  He also mentions that the City is just waiting for Rothschild’s to connect and that will probably be sometime in the early spring.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.

2.  The Caring Kitchen - $2,500.00 (Capital Improvement Budget)
Mr. Evans moved to authorize the Director of Administration to enter into an agreement in support of The Caring Kitchen to provide a partial grant match of $2,500.00 for a State Capital Rehabilitation Grant being sought in the amount of $116,639.00.  Mrs. Smith seconded.  Mr. Brugger got a call from the County Commissioners requesting assistance with a half match of $5,000.00 to the Caring Kitchen, $2,500.00 from the County and $2,500.00 from the City.  Mr. Evans stated that with the demise of the Tri Co. LAC, most of the services they provide is mainly feeding people.  He further stated that here in Urbana, we have fed people daily as well as the Senior Center.  With this grant the Caring Kitchen can upgrade their kitchen as well as their facility in general to help the citizens who need it.  Mr. Paul stated that he was fully in support, in addition to Mrs. Smith, and Mr. Thackery.  Mr. Pena agreed with everyone and thanked Mr. Evans for his explanation.
CITIZEN COMMENTS:  
None

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

Third Reading – 

ORDINANCE NO. 4434-14

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO ALLOW PUBLIC FISHING AT THE CITY-OWNED LAKES NORTH OF THE GRIMES FIELD AIRPORT.

Mr. Evans moved to put this Ordinance on the floor for discussion and passage with a second from Mr. Smith.  Mr. Brugger spoke briefly about the idea of using the lakes north of the airport, in Salem Township as a free fishing area for the citizens.  He mentioned that the lakes were previously used by permitted fisherman only and now the lakes would be opened to the public to which citizens hold a state fishing license.  He also stated that he had every confidence in the public to use the lakes properly.  Mr. Paul mentioned that he understood that this was a 3 year agreement, so that if the City notices in 6 months that it’s not working out, the City can pull out of the agreement.  Mr. Brugger confirmed.  Mr. Pena commented that he is in hope that everyone does take care of it for it is a good thing for the public.  President Hess asked Ms. Parcels if Council can resend the law?  Ms. Parcels responded that it was up to the Director of Administration and the Department of Natural Resources, and if City Council had an issue with the matter, Council goes to the City Administration.  Mr. Brugger added that they would try to correct the problem first.  Ms. Parcels added that the Ordinance says a 3 year period and if the agreement is requested to extend, the City Administration has to come back to City Council for approval.  President Hess called for a roll call for passage:  Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; and Mr. Pena, yes.  Ordinance passes 5-0.

ORDINANCE NO. 4435-14

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF LAW TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS WITH THE VILLAGE OF ST. PARIS AND THE VILLAGE OF MECHANICSBURG FOR THE PROSECUTION OF CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES IN MUNICIPAL COURT FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2015.  
Mrs. Smith moved to put this Ordinance on the floor for discussion and passage with a second from Mr. Thackery.  Ms. Parcels commented on the fact that proposals have been sent out to the villages of Saint Paris and Mechanicsburg and the purpose of this Ordinance is to benefit the City as well as the villages, and Council’s approval is required for her negotiations.  Mr. Thackery questioned as to why the Ordinance reads to authorize the Director of Law and not the City.  Ms. Parcel’s response was that it was on behalf of the City, and the Director of Law is the one doing the tasks at hand.  President Hess called for a roll call for passage:  Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; and Mr. Pena, yes.  Ordinance passes 5-0.
RESOLUTION NO. 2434-14

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO ACCEPT THE TRANSFER OF THE EAST STATE ROUTE 29 ROADSIDE PARK FROM THE STATE OF OHIO ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF URBANA, CHAMPAIGN COUNTY OHIO.

Mrs. Smith moved to put this Resolution on the floor for discussion and passage with a second from Mr. Paul.  Mr. Brugger spoke briefly about how the City has had the responsibility of maintenance of the Roadside Park since 1973, and with this Resolution, the State of Ohio will transfer the property back to the City, 1.3 acres plus or minus and that the State will be responsible for all of the requirements for the transfer.  President Hess called for a roll call for passage:  Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; Mr. Pena, yes; and Mr. Evans, yes.  Resolution passes 5-0.
Second Reading –
ORDINANCE NO. 4436-14

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE PARK & RECREATION TRUST FUND, DESIGNATING FUNDS DIRECTED TO THE ACCOUNT BE USED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OR CAPITAL PURCHASES TO SPECIFIC CITY-OWNED PARKS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS OF THE CITY OF URBANA, OHIO, CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, OHIO.  (AS AMENDED)

Mr. Brugger stated that Section 3 of this Ordinance has been amended with regard to the process and how it would work.  He stated that the new language of the Ordinance is all underlined.  He continued by stating the Director of Finance would control the fund and that folks can donate funds for specific areas of the City, and that a requisition from Chris Stokes would go to the Board of Control if it is over $2,500.00.  Mrs. Ward added that it is a deemed appropriated fund and when Council approves the appropriation budget, it is excluded, for donated funds are not in the budget.  She continued by stating the City wanted to make sure that Council was notified and by standardizing the language a little bit, this is possible.    Mr. Paul stated that it was much better language and thanked Mrs. Ward.  President Hess declared this a second reading.

RESOLUTION NO. 2435-14

A RESOLUTUION AUTHORIZING A CASH ADVANCE FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE MAUSOLEUM TRUST FUND OF THE CITY OF URBANA, OHIO.

Mrs. Ward stated that the City was requesting $4,000.00 in advance and that the same figure was down from last years’ request of $21,000.00.  She further stated that the mausoleum sales are up from last year, to which the total years’ sales were in the amount of $33,300.00 and the sales up to October, 2014, were in the amount of $33,700.00.

President Hess declared this a second reading.
First Reading – 

ORDINANCE NO. 4437-14
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND RESOLUTUION 2402 TO MODIFY OR INCREASE AOPPROPRIATIONS WITHIN VARIOUS FUNDS OF THE CITY OF URBANA, OHIO FOR CURRENT EXPENSES DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014.  (SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS)  (RULES SUSPENSION REQUESTED BY ADMINISTRATION)
Mr. Evans moved to suspend the 3 reading rule for passage and was seconded by Mr. Paul.  President Hess called for a roll call for passage:  Mrs. Smith, yes; Mr. Thackery, yes; Mr. Pena, yes; Mr. Evans, yes; and Mr. Paul, yes.  Rules suspension passes 5-0.
Mrs. Ward discussed that the total amount of the General Fund is in the amount of $75,515.00, and this request is necessary for the bulk items of, Doug Crabill’s new job description, a retirement and resignation for the Police Department, $35,400.00 for 300 tons of salt.  She stated that the City was going to spend the same anyhow, they are just advancing the same into this year.  She further stated that the Pool was open for more days therefore salaries were higher and there was the budget for water.  She continued with referencing the Parks Department and mentioning the fact that they were just finishing up with the year.  She said that mowing, extended this year and that called for salaries, gas and oil to continue as well.  She also stated that one-half of the bulk is in salt.  Mr. Paul asked that the amount of $75,515.00 was that appropriations and that the $459,670.00 will be moved between accounts.  Mrs. Ward confirmed.  She also stated that on the meeting of December 16, 2014, there would be a short supplemental for items that have surfaced, but the amount shouldn’t be a large request.  President Hess called for a roll for passage:  Mr. Thackery, yes; Mr. Pena, yes; Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; and Mrs. Smith, yes.  Ordinance passes 5-0.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
Mr. Evans stated that the Gloria Theater is being used as Santa Land.  He also stated that after negotiation with CT, his land line is now disconnected and his new number is (937) 869-4453.

Mrs. Smith moved to excuse the absent Council members, Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Fields, seconded by Mr. Paul.  Voice vote on approval:  all ayes; nays, none.  Motion carried without objection.

Mr. Thackery spoke of housekeeping issues.  He stated that some dumpsters need to be emptied and that if citizens were renters, to remind landlords to empty them.
Chief Matt Lingrell spoke on Officer Kip Michael’s retirement as of November 30, 2014.  He wanted to advise of the Open House for Mr. Michael scheduled for December 6, 2014, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.  He asked that everyone should give him thanks for being an outstanding officer for this community for many years.  He further stated that Mr. Michael should be recognized as being an exceptional husband, father, soldier, officer and friend.
Ms. Parcels stated that the toilet on Windsor Avenue is going to be gone.  She stated that steps for demolition have been are in progress.  She further stated that the inspection has been completed and they are moving forward.

Mr. Brugger stated that the leaf season is coming to a close and that the final passes will be on Monday or Tuesday, the 8th or 9th, respectively.  He further stated that the Compost is now closed until spring.  He also stated that the Phase 1 Water Project continues as long as the weather cooperates.

Mayor Bean stated that he just came from the McCauley Parade, and what a great feeling he has about the season.  He gave thanks to Mrs. Ward for all of her hard work and dedication, for tomorrow, December 3, 2014, was her final day.

President Hess mentioned that a calendar was handed out to Council members and brought up the fact to review the calendar for next  year’s meetings should there be a desire to change the meetings from the 2nd and 4th Tuesday’s to the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays.
Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the regular session meeting and enter into Executive Session and was seconded by Mr. Paul.  President Hess called for a roll call to adjourn and enter into Executive Session:  Mr. Pena, yes; Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, yes; and Mr. Thackery, yes.  
ADJOURN at 8:00 p.m.
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING

December 16, 2014, at 7:00 p.m.

_________________________________

__________________________________

Council Clerk





Council President
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