
 

 

                                       URBANA CITY COUNCIL 

                   REGULAR SESSION MINUTES – APRIL 9, 2013 
Council President Marty Hess called the Urbana City Council Regular Session Meeting 

of Tuesday, April 9, 2013 to order at 7:00PM in Court Chambers/ The Municipal 

Building. 

Attendance: All Council Members were present with the exception of Mr. Eugene Fields. 

City Staff – Mayor Bill Bean; Mr. Kerry Brugger, Director of Administration; Mr. Lee 

Williams, Finance Director; Police Chief Matt Lingrell; Ms. Breanne Parcels 

Media Present: The Urbana Citizen 

Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance 

Brief Presentation 

Mr. Ben Vollrath (Customer Business Manager, The Dayton Power and Light Company) 

addressed Council regarding “DP&L Reliability Improvements.” 

He said, “I just wanted to give you a quick update on what’s going on reliability-

wise…the things that we do throughout the year to make sure that electricity is coming to 

all of the citizens here in Urbana in an efficient and reliable way…especially as 

constituents come to you, I want to make sure that you’re aware, and specifically 

informed about the different programs that we have.” 

Mr. Vollrath discussed the 5 year rotation plan involving ‘tree trimming in all our circuits 

on an ongoing basis.’ He pointed to the city of Urbana having 8 different circuits, that run 

into town off of 2 substations (north and south of town). Circuit trimming schedules and 

areas were defined in the past years. He noted 1 more is scheduled for this year (in the 

south end of town/ Rittal area, Edgewood/Muzzy Rd.) Outages were said to be 

significantly reduced by trimming. 

“We’ve invested $10mil in the past 40 years into our tree trimming process, and making 

sure that that works well…as a result (really since 2005) our outages caused by 

vegetation were reduced about 78%, so it’s been a very effective program. We’re going 

to continue to do that…we’re in our 4
th

 of 5 years,” Mr. Vollrath stated.  

He discussed the area of homeowner frustration regarding the trimming of trees directly 

in front of residences, but stressed the importance of line clearance. 

“We understand that—it’s a very touchy subject,” Mr. Vollrath said. “As a resident that’s 

served by DP&L, I understand…we do several things to help out with that…one, we’re 

going to be communicating to the Administration when we’re doing line clearance work 

(so that they’re aware of where we’re going to be, and what’s going on/street 

impact)…secondly, we’ll do a call out to every business/every resident affected…if we 

don’t reach everybody, we do send our contractors out in advance (they will go door-to-

door, and if they can’t speak with any individual—they will leave a door hanger there).” 

He said public safety is important, as well as maintaining reliability and following 

National Arbor Standards (inclusive of tree health/examination). 

Mr. Vollrath defined ‘Danger Trees’ as those that may fall and cause outages. He said 

letters are sent out to residents who have Danger Trees—a note saying, ‘We’d like to take 

care of this.’ Mr. Vollrath said that residents need to understand the liability issue derived 

from ‘Danger Trees.’ 

“On a 10 year cycle we inspect all of our 300,000 poles in our DP&L territory…for 

Urbana, we did half the circuits back in 2008…and half of them last year…so they’ve all 

been inspected,” said Mr. Vollrath. “Just to give you an idea of what’s in Urbana—in 



 

 

2008 we inspected about 2,700 poles…in 2012, there were about 3,500 that were 

inspected. There were about 477 that were labeled for replacement.” 

He elaborated on pole replacement, discussed cable companies/or telephone companies 

that may not have transferred, and the process to help manage that. 

“After 30, 60, 90 days—please bring my attention to it (the transfer situations),” Mr. 

Vollrath said, also mentioning system hardening, and inspecting of lines/substations.  

“We’ve spent a substantial amount of money in capital investments (upgrades)—over 

$100mil in both 2011 and 2012 in upgrading our systems/upgrading the lines—one of the 

big things we did in Urbana was we redid almost a whole ‘nother line when Weidman 

came in,” he said, inviting questions. 

Mr. Larry Lokai requested a contact number. 

Mr. Vollrath said, “Mt number is 937-331-3370, or the DP&L Customer Service Line on 

the billing.” 

Mr. Robert Thorpe asked, “You cut into a tree—and you see it’s not safe—do you 

remove the whole tree?” 

“There have been instances where we’ll need to remove the whole tree—we really don’t 

like to do that…again, we try to preserve the tree health at the same time…but there are 

instances where that may have to happen,” replied Mr. Vollrath. 

Mr. Thorpe asked whether permission is sought from the owner. 

“If we’re going to do something like cutting the whole tree out—we’ll be talking to the 

owner,” answered Mr. Vollrath. 

Mr. Doug Hoffman said, “Just for quick clarification—I’ve seen where you guys come 

and trim back all the lines, and you do that at your cost…you’re talking about now, 

labeling trees (quote) ‘Danger Trees’…if a tree falls on a line, and it was not labeled a 

‘Danger Tree,’ is the homeowner still liable for that?” 

Mr. Vollrath explained the circumstances of a tree fall regarding a ‘Danger Tree.’ 

“Unless we notify a resident or a business owner, where we deem there to be a concern 

with one of their trees…there’s not going to be any issue,” he said. 

“They would have to take it down at their cost (based on your recommendation)?” asked 

Mr. Hoffman. 

“It’s going to have to vary on the situation—sometimes we already would’ve come along 

side it—maybe our tree trimming crew is already right there,” said Mr. Vollrath. 

“…to take care of it,” added Mr. Hoffman. 

“…or a lot of times, it will be at their expense (taking care of it),” Mr. Vollrath replied. 

“The number that we have has been pretty small so far.” 

Mr. Al Evans stated, “I hear—you’re speaking of removing trees on private property—

any removal in the right-of-way would have to go through the Urbana Shade Tree 

Commission.” 

Mr. Vollrath said, “Any time that we are doing substantial…removals of things…yes, 

there’s going to be that emerging process.” 

“So you’re not going to arbitrarily take down a tree because you deemed it unsafe—

without checking with the Urbana Shade Tree Commission?” asked Mr. Evans. 

“We would be checking probably with the Administration, and then I would expect that 

they’d know the proper folks to get in touch with,” replied Mr. Vollrath. 

“Okay—I just wanted to clarify that—because we also inspect the trees,” Mr. Evans 

emphasized. “We might differ on the status of the tree. 



 

 

“Sure—and that’s a great thing to bring up in advance too—if there’s one that’s on a 

circuit that we’re apt to have notifications on (or if a resident’s concerned about what’s 

going to happen to one of the trees)…they’re going to want to talk to the contractors 

when they come around, or follow up after they receive that door hanger…that’s a great 

conversation to have before…okay?” said Mr. Vollrath. 

Council President Hess expressed appreciation to Mr. Vollrath for providing Council 

with the DP&L information. 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Thorpe moved to approve the UCC Public Hearing Minutes and UCC Regular 

Session Minutes (March 26, 2013); Mr. Lokai seconded. Motion carried without 

objection. 

Communications 

Mr. Thorpe moved to combine all 4 Communications, and to place them on file (1. City 

of Urbana Shade Tree Commission Minutes – Nov. 2012, 2. City of Urbana Parks & 

Recreation Board Minutes – Nov. 14, 2012,  3. The LUC Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes – Mar. 14, 2013, and 4. Communication of Mar. 

4, 2013, from the Champaign County Dept. of Job & Family Services regarding “April is 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month,” and Apr. 10, 2013 is ‘Wear Blue to Work 

Day’ to help raise awareness for child abuse prevention); Mr. Lokai seconded. Motion 

carried without objection. 

Discussion – Mr. Evans cited the importance of paying particular attention to 

Communication #4, and he repeated the contents of that communication. 

Administrative Reports – Board of Control 

1. 

Mr. Lokai moved to authorize the Director of Administration to enter into a unit price 

contract with A&B Asphalt Corp. in the amount of $131,900 for 2013 Asphalt Paving of 

Streets, including the acceptance of Alternate #1 (This was the lowest of 4 bids received. 

This year’s program is in the Budget for $155,000, and this will be charged to the Capital 

Improvement Fund); Mr. Dwight Paul seconded. Motion carried without objection. 

Discussion – 

Mr. Evans asked, “I see that we budgeted $155,000—and we came in at $131,900—do 

we intend to do some more paving, or…are we just going to…?” 

Mr. Lee Williams responded, “We intended to use that difference (that payroll difference) 

later in #3.” 

2. 

Mr. Hoffman moved to authorize the Director of Administration to enter into a unit price 

contract with Chemcote, Inc., for the CDBG FY2012 Street Resurfacing Program in the 

amount of $49,551 (This was the lowest of 3 bids received. A Total of $51,000 in 

FY2012 CDBG Funds is available to fund this project); Mr. Lokai seconded. Motion 

carried without objection. 

3.  

Mr. Hoffman moved to authorize the Director of Administration to enter into a unit price 

contract with LeVan’s Excavating, Inc., in the amount of $72,141 for the Berwick Drive 

storm project (This was the second lowest of 6 bids received. The lowest bid was 

considered non-responsive. This project is in the Capital Improvement Fund budget for 



 

 

$48,000. The balance of funding will come from the street paving budget); Mr. Thorpe 

seconded. Motion carried without objection. 

Discussion – 

Mr. Hoffman questioned the term, ‘non-responsive.’ 

Mr. Kerry Brugger replied: 

“It’s been a rather challenging bid—the apparent low bidder was considered non-

responsive…there was documents missing from the bid packet. There was subsequent 

follow up…discussion with Doug (Crabill) and the contractor…a couple three internal 

discussions, and it came down to the fact…historically (you know) where do you stop, 

when you don’t have all your documents in place? We’ve (you know)…we’ve done this 

more than once…for 3 or 4 years…and the bid packet is very clear. Page 15 of the bid 

packets, Mike (Heintz) laid out specifically about 11 items that have to be in the 

packet…they’re not there! That’s where we’re at!” 

Mr. Hoffman added, “I agree with that (I mean)—there was about a $4,000 difference, 

but that’s kind of an indication of the kind of work you’re going to be getting—if they 

can’t follow up…so…I’m comfortable with it…I was just curious.” 

“Right,” Mr. Brugger said. 

Mr. Lokai said, “I had the same question, and it was answered…but it’s good to see that 

we’ve got $17,000 less than a lot higher bid…so thanks for getting that.” 

Council President Hess commented, “Engineering was off $24,000 this time.” 

Mr. Brugger responded, “Sometimes you hit ‘em, sometimes you don’t.” 

An unnamed man in the audience asked Council President Hess, “Is there any room for 

public comment at any time?” 

Council President Hess replied, “That’s next on our Agenda.” 

Citizen Comments 

Mr. Anthony Ehresmann, 339 E. Court St., addressed Council to announce a ‘Free 

Community Meal’ on April 17, at 320 Scioto St. (Church of the Epiphany in the 

basement). He announced this activity will take place on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of each 

month from 5-7PM. 

He also noted a ‘Free Community Meal’ that is offered in Mechanicsburg at Our Savior 

Church, on the last Wednesday of each month. 

Mr. Ehresmann pointed to the success of these activities in bringing the community 

together with a meal—‘to get to know each, to feel comfortable with the neighbors.’  

He invited those with questions (and/or those who desire to be a host/sponsor) to call him 

at #937-869-2405. Mr. Ehresmann additionally urged Council to come and enjoy a meal. 

“It’s a great way to meet your constituents!” Mr. Ehresmann added. 

 

Mr. Jack Stauffer, owner of Stauffer Site Services (address illegible on sign in sheet), 

addressed Council regarding Board of Control Item #3. Mr. Stauffer was the unnamed 

gentleman who asked Council President Hess for permission to speak. 

Mr. Stauffer stated: 

“I was the low bid on the Berwick storm sewer job—I just wanted to come to let Council 

know that…even though they said that my bid was non-responsive, I was given an 

opportunity…actually (to make a long story short)…I turned in a bid, and it had all of the 

items…but on the paper that was specified, there was a copy of a bid bond (which is 

considered legal tender in the state of Ohio)…I was given…they asked for original bid 



 

 

bond. I was given a deadline to turn that in (which I did—I complied with)…however, 

they still talked about rejecting my bid (just because of the bid bond)…and I never heard 

anything. I didn’t hear any more about it since last Thursday.  

Today—I contacted Doug, the Assistant to the Administrator (I believe), and he did not 

respond to me! Instead, I got a copy of an email that he sent to your Administrator asking 

him to take care of this, or respond! I was given no such response, and…I’m just a little 

bit disappointed…I thought it was…I just thought I could’ve been treated a little bit 

better than that, and especially after giving…after me going through all the hassle to get 

the original copy of the bid bond within the specified time (which it had to be 

overnighted from my bonding agent), and I brought it up here…it took time out of my 

day, and everything. 

I was never given an apology, or even an explanation of…why I was rejected, and I 

just…I wanted to bring that to your attention. 

I’ve done…we’re doing other work for…other smaller work for some other 

municipalities down by where we live…we’re from Mason by Kings Island, and we don’t 

have a problem getting along with them…if we’re (for some reason) not the low bid, they 

tell us…or whatever…I just wanted to bring that to your attention…so…” 

“Thank you—I would suggest that you talk to the Administration (possibly after the 

meeting)…appreciate you coming,” said Council President Hess. 

Ordinances and Resolutions 

There were no Third, Second, or First Readings at this Meeting. 

Miscellaneous Business 

Mr. Evans           - Nothing at this time 

Mr. Paul              - Nothing at this time 

Mrs. Smith          - Nothing at this time 

Mr. Lokai            - Nothing at this time 

Mr. Thorpe          - Nothing at this time 

Mr. Hoffman       - Nothing at this time 

Mr. Williams       - Nothing at this time 

Chief Lingrell      - Nothing at this time 

Mr. Brugger         - Said, “There’s going to be a lot of activity here in the next 2 or 3  

                               weeks with the Durapatcher getting out, we’re working on some  

                               tree trimming (as we speak), some catch basins, and some manhole 

                               work…so I just ask that…as you see, and as the residents see cones, 

                               barriers, activities…be careful/be cautious of the crews that are work- 

                               ing, and the traffic that’s working around that…and with the oncom- 

                               ing of Spring, there are a lot more bicycles, small children/pedestrians 

                               out…so our habits of the Winter kind of need to be scaled back a lit- 

                               tle bit. Just be a little bit more cautious when you’re driving through 

                               town…for those new faces that we didn’t see out in the street the last 

                               3 or 4 months.” 

Mayor Bill Bean  - Announced the Jobs & Family Services ‘Community Breakfast’ to 

                               celebrate the children/families of Champaign County (and ‘all their 

                               positive attributes’) 

                               “The annual ‘Rising Up & Moving On Breakfast’ will be held Thurs- 

                               Day, April 25, 2013, in the auditorium of the Champaign County  



 

 

                                 Community Center at 7:45AM…and the program will conclude  

                                 about 10AM,” Mayor Bean said, also noting that he attended last 

                                 year. He pointed to the activity as an ‘uplifting’ youth/adult ex- 

                                 perience. 

                                 “If you want to attend the breakfast, contact Jobs & Family Ser- 

                                 vices,” Mayor Bean said. 

Council President Hess – 

                                 Announced, “The Compost Facility is now open—so when you’re 

                                 picking up your branches…and you start mowing your yard…it is 

                                 open for your convenience.” 

                                 Announced the Champaign County Preservation Alliance is con- 

                                 ducting an auction on April 27, 2013 (11AM), at Mabry’s Auction 

                                 Gallery; The group is taking donations (antiques, dishes/glassware, 

                                 pictures, lamps/ furniture, garden items, etc.) 

                                 The event is open to the public, and Council President Hess invited 

                                 everyone to come out ‘for some great deals.’ Proceeds remain in 

                                 Champaign County. Contact Barb Perry, or Council President Hess 

                                 for more information.    

Executive Session 

Mr. Thorpe moved to adjourn to Executive Session (7:32PM) to discuss “Security”; Mr. 

Lokai seconded. 

Roll call vote to approve: Mr. Hoffman, yes; Mr. Evans, yes; Mr. Paul, yes; Mrs. Smith, 

yes; Mr. Lokai, yes; Mr. Thorpe, yes  (6-0) 

Adjournment 

Following the brief Executive Session, Mr. Thorpe moved to reconvene to Regular 

Session and adjourn; Mr. Hoffman seconded. All were in favor of adjournment. 

 

 

 

_________________________________         _________________________________ 
Council Clerk                                                                            Council President  
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